New Laws re Loitering or Soliciting for the purpose of Prostitution
Up to April 2010: Women arrested for loitering, charged, bailed to court, fined then back on the street to make the money to pay the fine (Revolving door effect).

As of now women still arrested for loitering but instead of the fine, they’re issued with an Engagement & Support Order (ESO)
The ESO
The Government’s Co-ordinated Prostitution Strategy  (January 2006) set out a commitment to improve the availability of routes out of prostitution, in order to support one of the key objectives of the strategy; achieving an overall reduction in street prostitution.

Section 17 of the Policing and Crime Act amends Section 1 of the Street Offences Act 1959 to introduce a new order that will be available to courts when dealing with someone convicted of loitering or soliciting for the purposes of prostitution, under that Act.  

Purpose of the ESO
The purpose is to help break the ‘revolving door’ effect whereby those found loitering or soliciting are given a fine, which can often have the unhelpful effect of providing another reason to continue in prostitution in order to pay the fine.

The orders requiring attendance at meetings will provide for a more constructive approach within the Criminal Justice System (CJS) by offering a disposal that can help those involved in prostitution address the underlying factors that cause them to continue their involvement in street prostitution. 

Completion of ESO
In order to complete the order, someone will need to attend three sessions with a supervisor, who will be appointed by the court. The meetings aim to engage those involved in street prostitution with vital services that can help address the issues underlying an individual’s involvement in prostitution, with the ultimate aim of helping them find a route out. 

Stages re-Engagement & Support Orders

Stage 1: Arrest

Stage 2: Initial assessment of suitability
Stage 3: Charge

Stage 4: Appearance in court

Stage 5: Consideration of whether to issue a ESO
Issues the court should consider include:

1. Consent of the individual

2. Individual subject to previous ESO’s
3. Individual already subject to an ESO 

Stages re-ESO’s
Stage 6: Appointment of a supervisor

Stage 7: Court imposes an Order
Stage 8: Making appointments with the individual subject to a 
Engagement & Support Order

Stage 9: Attendance at meetings 
Stage 10: Completion of the Order 

Breaches:

Rehabilitation periods

Section 18 of the Policing and Crime Act 2009 amends Section 5 of the Rehabilitation of Individuals Act 1974. It applies to the rehabilitation periods for those convicted of loitering or soliciting for the purposes of prostitution and sentenced to an order requiring attendance at meetings. 
For those convicted of loitering or soliciting under Section 1 of the Street offences Act, and sentenced to an order requiring attendance at meetings under section 1(2A) of that Act, rehabilitation period will be six months. 
This is intended to accord with the length of the order. When the order has been completed, the individual who has been subject to the order will have become a rehabilitated individual under the Rehabilitation of Individuals Act 1974, meaning that their conviction for loitering or soliciting will have become spent, subject to the terms of the Rehabilitation Act 1974. 

Common Questions: 

What is the relevant legislation?

Section 1 of the Street Offences Act 1959: This has been amended by sections 17-18 and Schedule 1 of the Policing and Crime Act 2009.  

In what circumstances will an order apply?

It can be imposed as a sentence on someone who has been convicted of the offence of loitering or soliciting.

What does an order do?

It requires someone convicted of loitering or soliciting to attend three meetings within a period of up to six months.  

Who determines the contents of the meetings?
The meetings are determined by the supervisor. The supervisor is appointed by the court.

What is the purpose of the order? 

The Act states that the purpose of the order is to assist the individual, through attendance at three meetings, to:
· address the causes of the conduct constituting the offence, and 

· find ways to cease engaging in such conduct in the future.

In other words its purpose is to help people leave street prostitution by helping them address issues related to the underlying causes of their involvement in street prostitution. 
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