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Sheffield Working Women's Opportunities Project (SWWOP) is a specialist voluntary
organisation that works to reduce the harm arising from street sex work in Sheffield. This
includes providing advice, support and practical harm reduction for the working women
themselves, as well as supporting an increasing number to exit from sex work and related
substance misuse via our REST project. 

SWWOP offers a range of awareness raising and training opportunities for statutory and
voluntary organisations that provide services to women working as street sex workers
including:

1. One-hour and two-hour awareness raising sessions
2. A one-day training course (Working with Street Sex Workers: Awareness Raising and

Multi-Agency Working)  delivered as two half-day sessions

The session content can be tailored to focus on the specific needs and priorities of the
agencies involved.

Aims of the training 
l To raise awareness about the realities and effects of street sex work in Sheffield
l To help workers to develop their confidence and skills in tackling the issues
l To identify resources available in the city to support this work

Learning Outcomes

At the end of a two half-day training event, participants will:
l Be aware of the reasons why women work as street sex workers
l Recognise their own responses to on-street prostitution
l Be aware of the problems and risks faced by women working as street sex workers 
l Be aware of the needs of this group of women and how to engage with and work with

them on a 1:1 basis
l Start to identify  how organisations can provide more responsive services that meet the

needs of this client group
l Be able to identify resources available in Sheffield to support their work

Who the training is for
1. Staff or volunteers working directly with women working as street sex workers
2. Staff or volunteers who come into contact with working women in the course of their work

e.g. as health, housing, drugs, childcare, community, probation and aftercare, social
workers or police officers

3. Managers from organisations that commission or provide services to this client group,
who want to make these service more effective

For details of the full programme and how to access it, please contact: 
Sali Harwood, Manager SWWOP,
Tel 275 2040

SWWOP Training Programme 

Working with street sex workers: 
awareness raising & multi-agency working



Other relevant training
As women working as street sex workers in Sheffield have complex needs, we have identified
organisations in Sheffield that can provide other relevant training that will ensure that staff working with
this client group have appropriate underpinning knowledge. Much of this training is provided free to
statutory and voluntary organisations in Sheffield.

Sexual exploitation of young people through prostitution
Sheffield ACPC Sexual Exploitation Project training programme includes a range of training opportunities
about working with young people at risk of/ experiencing sexual exploitation through prostitution including:

1. A one-hour single agency/ multi-agency session
2. A half-day training session
3. A one-day training session
4. Input into Stage 3 of the ACPC child protection training programme (see below)

For details of the full programme and how to access it, please contact: 
Ann Lucas, Manager ACPC Sexual Exploitation Project, Tel 273 6940

Child protection 

Domestic abuse
1. Domestic Abuse  Awareness
2. See Me, Hear Me (Working with children involved with Domestic Abuse)
Contact Rebecca Mountain, Training and Information Worker 0114 2752040 or log onto www.sdaf.org.uk  

Safeguarding Children Training Service for the Voluntary & Community Sectors - Deborah
Somerset-Malia (Training Co-ordinator) contact number: 0114 3211715 
email: deborah.somerset-malia-scts@family-action.org.uk and Mary Smith (Training Administrator) contact
number: 0114 3211718 email: mary.smith-scts@family-action.org.uk.  Details of our training are also
available on the safeguardingsheffieldchildren.org.uk website and follow the links for Voluntary &
Community Training. 

Drugs awareness and working with drug users
Turning Point Needle Exchange will provide basic Drug Awareness and Harm Reduction Training to the
needs of specific organisations i.e. Community Wardens. For more information please ring Andy Dudley
on 0114 2755 973 or 07773386965.

Family support (substance misuse)
South Yorkshire Parents And Drug Support (SYPADS) provides an informal 1-hour workshop to raise
awareness of the impact of having a drug user in the family and provide information about support
services available for family members affected by someone else's drug use. For details of the programme
and how to access it, please contact: 
Madge Wilson, Manager SYPADS, Tel 01709 304806

Relatives of Drug Abusers (RODA) provides an informal workshop, based around a discussion of a
short video produced in Sheffield, 'Putting It into Words', to raise awareness of the needs of family
members affected by someone else's drug use.

For details of the programme and how to access it, please contact: 
Alison Sadler, Manager RODA, Tel 231 4443

Sexual health
Genito-Urinary Medicine Department (GUM) staff will provide a 2-hour session to raise awareness of
sexually transmitted infections, including blood borne viruses, and outline relevant harm reduction
strategies. For details of the programme and how to access it, please contact: Gill Bell, Nurse
Consultant in Sexual Health Advising, Tel 271 3526
The Centre for HIV and Sexual Health can provide training courses on a range of issues including
prevention of HIV and other sexually transmitted infections, choices about contraception, pregnancy
testing, diversity, lesbian, gay and bisexual issues, the relationship between mental health and sexual
health and Self Esteem for young people.
For details of the full programme and how to access it, please contact: Liz Wilson, Training Manager, or
Ashley Beaumont-Thomas Tel: 0114 226 1900.
For further information log onto: www.sexualhealthsheffield.nhs.uk


